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The Scarritt Building, constructed by the architectural firm of Root 

and Siemens in 1906-1907 on the Northwest corner of Ninth and Grand 

streets in Kansas City, Missouri, is an eleven story, steel skeleton, 

frame supported by a double basement and sheathed in brick and terra 

cotta walls with rich terra cotta ornament. .At ground level and be 

low it is rectangular in plan (120 x 97 feet) but changes to a modi 

fied "H" plan at the second story. A Chicago School facade is applied 

to its south and east street sides while its north and west inner 

block elevations remain unadorned.

EXTERIOR

The south and east facades of the building are divided into three 

major horizontal areas: a base, a shaft, and a cornice. The first 

two stories, of the structure make up the area of the base. The 

ground floor level of the building's east side is characterised by 

a large vertical gray granite terra cotta pier at each end and another 

in the center that divide the level into two equal areas. The northern 

section of the east facade encompasses a new, modern main entrance 

flanked by two large windows, while the southern side includes an 

original fanlighted secondary door also flanked by plate glass show 

windows.

The ground floor of the south facade is slightly different in design 

due to its location on the steep slope of Ninth Street. The basement, 

which remains underground on the east side of the building, is grad 

ually revealed by the downward slope of the hill on the south side. 

Both the ground and basement levels of the south facade are charac 

terized by a series of eight small plate glass windows, each alter 

nating with a terra cotta mullion. The only exception is the sixth 

bay to the west at the basement level which is replaced by a small 

canopied doorway.

The second story of the east elevation is also vertically divided by 

wide clay piers into three major areas. These are again divided in 

two, thus forming six uniform sections. Each of these sections is 

filled with an identical large "Chicago Window." This system of 

fenestration is repeated on the south facade with the addition of an 

ornate terra cotta screen in the center. The screen is designed to 

soften the transition from the lower rectangular portion of the 

building to the upper modified "H" plan portion. It shields a court 

three bays deep and two bays wide (25 x 48 feet) and bears the legend 

"SCARRITT BUILDING, 1906."

The shaft portion of the structure consists of the next seven stories 

and is constructed of light buff vitrified brick as opposed to the

(cont.)
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pray terra cotta of the base. Like the second story, the seven 

stories of the shaft area of the east elevation are divided into 

six sections, but here, each section is again divided by a terra 

cotta million, creating twelve vertical rows. Each row contains 

one plate glass vindow per floor. This fenestration is repeated 

on the face of the south side and in the light court. The court, 

however, is constructed of white enamel brick for increased light 

reflection.

A terra cotta string course separates the shaft area trom that of 

the vitrified brick cornice area which consists of the two final 

stories and the cornice itselt. The window system of the lower 

seven floors is repeated at the top two levels on both the south 

and east facades with the addition of a terra cotta frame around 

each window unit corresponding to.the "Chicago Window" units 

below. The structure is capped by an overhanging cornice and a 

flat roof. .

Terra cotta ornamentation enhances the design throughout. A rich 

decorative motif surrounds the upper half of each second story 

window and another geometric design covers the cornice. Ornately 

molded terra cotta also marks the corners of the structure at 

string courses, at the tops and bottoms" of mullions and at the 

tops of the eleventh story windows. Terra cotta antefixae mounted 

in positions above the major mullions and brick piers accentuate 

the cornice.

INTERIOR

The interior of the building is also elaborately finished. The 

basement and sub-basement contain the utility equipment for the 

building, but they also each contain a decorated elevator lobby. 

The lobby floors are constructed of tile and the walls are wain 

scoted with marble. A marble dog-leg stairway and four elevator 

cars lead to the upper floors.

The raain floor is divided in half. The southern, left half is 

occupied by the Kansas City Gas Service Company, while the right 

half includes a few small shops and the large main elevator lobby. 

The floors of the entire first story are constructed of tile, 

and all the walls were originally wainscoted with marble trimmed 

with bands of ornate Sullivanesque metal ornament. Although 

this wainscoting still remains in the Gas Service Co., it has 

been removed from the lobby.

(cont.)
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The upper floors are sectioned into a number of irregular office 

spaces. The tile floors and marble wainscoting are carried on 

throughout the corridors. All the woodwork is mahogany.

ARCADE

The Scarritc Building Arcade, facing west on Walnut Street, is a 

small, four story, steel frame structure connected to the Scarritt 

Building by a tunnel running from the ground floor of the Arcade 

to the sub-basement of the main building. It is faced with una 

dorned brick on the north, south and east sides, and with a 

ranged ashlar Chicago School facade on the west side.

EXTERIOR '

The ground floor elevation of the west facade is vertically 

separated into three major areas by four heavy piers. The central 

area measures sixteen feet wide and contains a recessed triple 

entranceway. It is flanked by two slightly narrower areas, one 

to either side, each enclosing a large show window. A band of 

elaborate terra cotta ornament runs the width of the facade 

directly above, and the first floor ends at a slight, decorative 

terra cotta overhang.

The upper three floors are treated as a single unit and the verti 

cal division of the first level is maintained throughout. The 

fenestration is identical at each story. Three plate glass win 

dows are situated in the central area of each floor, while two 

such windows are situated in each of the flank'irig ones.

The three main vertical sections of the upper floors are outlined 

with masonry moldings that terminate over the fourth floor windows 

in a flamboyant terra cotta ornament. The building has a flat 

roof. , . .

'INTERIOR

The first floor is characterized by a central passageway leading 

to the tunnel connecting it to the main building. Small shops 

and restaurants line either side of the corridor. At the center 

o£ the left side, two elevator cars and a half-turn stair lead

(cont.)
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to the upper levels. Each upper floor is penetrated by a double 

light well, and offices are arranged around it.

ALTERATIONS

1. The original marble ornament has been removed from the main 

elevator lobby.

2. The main entrance on Grand Street has been modernized. New 

glass doors replace the original doors and the ornamental 

terra cotta arches that decorated the entrance have been 

boarded over and hidden from view,

3. Drop ceilings have been placed under all- the skylights of the 

arcade.
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The Scarritt Building is significant as a frankly modern American 

building, strongly influenced by the architectural dictates of Louis 

Sullivan and the Chicago School and completely typical of the "new" 

skyscraper architecture of the early 1900's. Of added significance 

is the curious disorientation of the building's plan in regard to 

main entrances, as well as the plan of its Arcade, for both serve 

as fine examples of the turn-of-the-century need for natural light, 

(The Heed for the Preservation of Kansas City's Architectural Heritage, 

Kansas City: 1969) and the Arcade has one of the last skylighted 

interior open walls in Kansas City.

The Scarritt Building is modern in both construction and design. The 

interior steel skeleton forms a powerful structural basis for the 

exterior expression, but the facing over the frame does not directly 

reflect this true structural fact. Instead, it aesthetically dis 

closes the nature of the skeleton. Steel columns are covered some 

times by piers and sometimes by mullions, but every exterior element, 

despite its factual relation to the frame, gives a feeling of verti- 

cality and scale and expresses the height and strength inherent within 

the frame without destroying the unity of the composition.

The architectural theory behind this work is strongly influenced by 

the Chicago School, particularly Louis Sullivan. In an article in 

Lippineott's Magazine in 1896, Sullivan explains exactly how a sky 

scraper ought to be built, and the Scarritt Building is a typical 

translation of that thought.

Sullivan's essay describes five practical conditions to be met: first, 

a story below ground containing the mechanical equipment; second, a 

ground floor with an entrance attractive to the eye and common to all 

spaces in the building; third, a second story accessible by stairs, 

stressing large expanses of space and glass; fourth, an indefinite 

number of stories of offices built layer upon layer, all alike; and 

fifth, an attic space to complement the cellar. According to Sullivan, 

the design should naturally follow from these practical considerations. 

For him, "form ever follows function" and, in the case of the sky 

scraper,, the structure should logically fall into three major ao?e»s:

(cont.)
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the base, shaft, and cornice, with the vertical elements stressed 

to express height. Where function changes, form changes, and 

where function does not change, form does not change. The lower 

stories of a skyscraper''s base have different functions and should 

reflect their differences in the design, while the stories of the 

shaft all serve the same purpose and, thus, should express the 

same form. (John Burchard, The Architecture of America, Boston: 

1961.)

This is the law that influences and controls the design of the 

Scarritt Building. The structure falls into three sections, 

stresses its vertical .elements and reflects its function by the 

changes and similarities of its form. It is an excellent example 

of the "correct" way to build a modern turn-of-the-century sky 

scraper.

The building is also an outstanding manifestation of the turn-of- 

the-century love of natural light. Kansas City terrain and busi 

ness called for a main entrance on Grand, and traditional archi 

tectural planning called for this entrance to be located between 

the arms of the "H" plan. In the case of the Scarritt Building, 

this meant orienting the light court to the east, thereby losing 

most of the south and west light. The desire to get as much of 

this natural east/west/south light into as many offices as possible 

was apparently so strong that architectural propriety was abandoned 

and, although the main entrance was placed on the east, the light 

court was turned to the south.

This same need for natural light is also evident in the Arcade where 

there are two large, three-story light wells penetrating the center 

of the building. .

The survey of Missouri's sites of historical and architectural sig 

nificance is based on the selection of sites as they relate to 

theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's 

Comprehensive Statewide Historic Preservation Plan." The Scarritt 

Building is, therefore, being nominated to the National Register 

of Historic Places because it is the finest example of a Chicago 

School skyscraper in Kansas City, the urban-center of Missouri's 

Northwest Prairie Region, and because it is a unique example of 

the turn-of-the-century preoccupation with natural light.
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PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Missouri

Jackson
FOR NPS USE ONLY

Scarrttt Biilldinp Arcade

H- 

U

r>

K.

H-

UJ 

UJ

2. LOCATION

819 Walnut Street
CITY OR TOW

Kansas City

Missouri 64100 Jackson

T^P. Holmes, State Historical Survey. Missouri State Park Board
TE OF PHOTO: September 23, 1970

[4; IDENTIFICATION

: FILED AT: fji ssour i State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

1?04 Jefferson Buildinp, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

Interior of the light well in the Scarritt Arcade; view 

from the east facing west.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Z

o

Jackson
FOR NPS USE ONLY

[}.- NAME

Scarritt Building Arcade
•JD/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

B19 Walnut Street

Kansas City

Misrottri filOO Jackson 095

p.' PHOTO REFERENCE

HOTO CREDIT,j;on L. Wa 1 ke r. S t a t e Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Board

ril 3. 1970
LU 

ai

^:isKouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

Jefferson Building. Jefferson City. Missouri 65101

West facade of the Scarrjtt Arcade; view from the northwest facing the 

southeast.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTOF 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FO 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose v

jl. NAME

M

t>- T

COMMON: Scarritt Buildinr

JC PLACES COUNTY

Jackson

RM FOR NPS USE ONLY

•ith photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AND/OR HISTORIC:

OCA T ION

Corner of Ninth and Grand streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Kansas Citv
STATE:

Missouri 64100
HOTO REFERENCE

CODE COUNTY: CODE

29 Jackson 095

PHOTO CREDIT: pv0n L. Walker, State Historical Survey, Missouri State Park Board

DATE OP PHOTO: Ar r 1 1 3. 1970

JEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176 

120A Jefferson Buildinp., Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
[4. IDENTIFICATION

East facade and main entrance of the Scarritt Building; view from the 

east facing west.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON, Scnrritt Bulldlnf

I- 

O

;2. LOCATION

UJ 

UJ

Corner of Ninth and Grand streets

Kansas City

Missouri 64100

CODE COUNTY

Jackson 095
. I HOTO REFERENCE

oiT; The Need for the Preservation of Kansas City's Architectural

c. 1910 Heritage

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

___________1204 Jefferson Buildinp. Jefferson City. Missouri 6.5101

4. "IDENTIFICATION

Photocopy of an old view of the Scarritt Building; view from the 

southeast facing northwest.
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Missouri

Jackson
FOR NPS USE ONLY

COMMON: Searritt BulldlnF

[?. LOCATION

STREET AND t

Corner of Ninth and Gram! streets

Kansas City

t 64100 79

CODE COUNTY:

Jackson 095

p. PHOTO REFERENCE

PHOTO CREDIT, Ron ^ f Walker. Statg Historical Survey. Missouri State Park Board

Arril 3, 1070

MiBpouri State Park Board, P.O. Box 176

1?OA Jefferson Buildinp. Jefferson City. Missouri 65101
[4. IDENTIFICATION

'ESCRIBE VIEW. I

Marble wainscoting? in the first floor vestibule of the Scarritt Building; 

southwest facing northeast.




